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Topics In This Briefing

ÅCommissionerõs Recommendation on School Operations: 
ÅContinuity of learning opportunities through the remainder of the school year
ÅSchools must be prepared to operate in this alternate learning environment 

(without students in schools) through the remainder of the 2019-20 school 
year.
ÅAlthough, everyone wants to be able to return to normal.  Projections and recommendations public 

health officials suggest that returning to school is unlikely at best AND it is likely that social distancing 
and restrictions are likely to persist for several weeks/months ahead.

ÅSchools must be part of this messaging and approach to address public health

ÅLearning opportunities for ALL students
ÅAwareness of equity issues & implications (Special needs, poverty, English 

learner, technology gaps, other)

ÅFood Security ðSchool Meals 

ÅAccountability/Assessment

ÅPublic Gatherings and Workplace Considerations 



Continuity of Learning Plans

ÅNDE will require a brief continuity of learning plan based on the 
following basic outline: 

ÅPlanning Phase- (First 2 weeks approximately)

ÅHow are you going to serve the educational needs of your students generally?

ÅHow are you going to address the equity challenges for students based on specific needs?  
Address, special education, English learner, poverty and other challenges.   

ÅImplementation Phase ð(Remainder of the year in continuity plan 4-8 weeks)

ÅReturn to normal operation? ð(In the unlikelyevent that school year can be completed 

under normal operation). Final Phase ðEnd of school year òreportó 

ÅHow did you serve students and address equity needs?

ÅAffidavit & modified assurance statement that identifies areas that you did not meet, e.g. 
hours and other provisions of rule in the final weeks/months of the year.   

Å2020-2021 School Year Planning - It is also not too early to think of possible disruptions 

through summer and even into the fall that may impact how to prepare. 



Continuity of Learning Plans

ÅContinuity of learning Zoom tomorrow

ÅNDE is aware of and building several 
partnerships to assist as possible. Thanks 
to all of the partners that are stepping 
up around the state.

ÅThis is a moment to share in efforts and 
share experiences and resources with and 
among Public/Private/Exempt schools as 
we all try to meet this challenge together. 

Continuity of Learning! 

  
The Nebraska Council of School Administrators (NCSA) in 
cooperation with the Nebraska Department of Education 
(NDE) are committed to assisting school communities 
during public health emergencies.  Local school systems 
should be developing plans to support the "continuity of 
learning" in an alternate learning environment. 
  
Continuity of learning is the continuation of education 
during a prolonged school closure or student 
absence.  These plans are critical during this time as they 
outline specific actions that support the continuation of 
teaching and learning for all students despite the 
interruption of normal school operations. 
  
Educational opportunities provided to all students during a 
closure must include the provision of special education 
and related services as directed per individual education 
plans.  This requirement ensures students with and 
without disabilities are treated equitably.  In such a time of 
uncertainty, schools should be making reasonable efforts 
to provide for student needs. 
  
JOIN US on Monday to network and learn together in 
providing what Nebraska is known for, providing the best 
educational opportunities for ALL learners. 
  

Monday, March 23, 2020 

Time:  1:00 - 2:30 pm (CT) 
  
To join by Computer:  https://zoom.us/j/129439693 
  
To join by Phone:  1-346-248-7799 
Meeting ID:  129 439 693 
  

Agenda: 

¶ Welcome by Dr. Terry Houlton, NCSA Chair 
¶ Dr. Cory Epler, NDE Academic Officer 
¶ Amy Rhone, NDE Administrator of Office of 

Special Education 
¶ Shirley Vargas, Ed.L.D., NDE Administrator of 

Coordinated School/District Support 
¶ Laura Barrett, NASES President 
¶ Dr. Kami Jessop, NASES Legislative 

Representative 
¶ Questions 



Continuity of Educational Services for 
Students with Special Needs

ÅNDE will gather appropriate stakeholder input 

ÅNDE will be working to provide guidance on State and Federal 
requirements
ÅAwareness of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE), IEP requirements, and 

service limitations for certain students.

ÅBalancing needs of students and families will be a challenge BUT 

ÅStill gathering initial input based on the most recent information.

ÅUSDE provided additional guidance through a supplemental fact sheet 
released last night on 3-21-20
ÅNDE will be working with partners/stakeholders to provide clear guidance on 

compliance with IDEA



Continuity of Educational Services for 
Students with Special Needs




